
 
 

Minutes
Judicial Education Committee Meeting 

May 20, 2005 
1:00 – 3:30 p.m. 

National City Center 
 

1. Committee Members present:  Earl Penrod (Chair), Mark Bailey, Darrin Dolehanty, 
Gregg Donat, Bob Freese, Jane Magnus-Stinson, and Mike Witte. 

 
2. Staff present:  Cathy Springer, Vicki Davis, and Anne Jordan. 
 
3. Minutes:  The minutes from the March meeting were approved as submitted. 
 
4. Review of Spring Judicial College.  

a. Evaluations from the Spring Judicial College program were distributed and 
reviewed.  The programs were well received.  Both the verbal and written 
comments were positive.  A suggestion was made to send all course evaluations to 
every faculty member to give the individual faculty members some context as to 
how their program faired in relation to the other programs 

b. Attendance.  282 judicial officers participated in at least one course.  Staff noted 
that the number of “no-shows” was very high on the last day.  The committee 
discussed and rejected the idea of moving the Spring Program to a Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday time slot.  Committee members stated such a move would 
impact the jury trial schedule of most trial courts, and it probably would not 
decrease the number of “no-shows” on day three.   

c. Achievement of objectives:  The committee agreed that the primary conference 
objective (more intensive and in-depth training) was still attained despite the 
larger class sizes that the hotel venue permitted.  Staff noted it is difficult to deny 
access to educational programs particularly when the meeting room will 
accommodate the increased numbers and faculty authorize larger attendance.  

d. Staff members solicited suggestions on a number of logistical matters.  Members 
suggested: (1) one time on-site registration as opposed to registering for every 
class; (2) one CLE form similar to that used in September; (3) using one large 
ring binder and having course materials distributed during the sessions or picked 
up at a central location for all courses; and (4) create a binder spine that has boxes 
that can be checked off to show what materials are contained in the binder. 

 
5. Annual Meeting of the Judicial Conference of Indiana, September 14-16.   

a. The committee reviewed the tentative program including: the opening plenary 
session, the Thursday early bird table discussions, the Thursday morning plenary, 
the Wednesday evening reception instead of a dinner/dance and the suggested 
tour and reception at the Supreme Court Courtroom late Thursday afternoon. 

b. The following comments and suggestions were made:  (1) have the Thursday tour 
of the Supreme Court courtroom start shortly after the afternoon sessions end; (2) 
include a motivational or inspirational speaker at Friday’s closing plenary session; 



(3) include an educational session on best practices using cash & surety bonds; (4) 
include a session on court costs and fees. 

 
6. Winter Conference – December 9.  The committee decided the Winter program 

should focus on judicial independence.  The program should take a broad based 
approach to the issue, should carry the message of co-equal branches and mutual 
respect, and should include “talking points” judges can use to educate the public on 
the judicial branch of government.  Penny White and ABA President Robert Grey 
were mentioned as possible speakers. 

 
7. Faculty Development.  The committee briefly discussed the on-going need to 

conduct faculty development programs and to identify judicial officers who are 
interested in serving as faculty.  Staff announced plans to conduct a faculty 
development program next April.  Staff was asked to see if they had compiled a list of 
those individuals who went to the Faculty Development program at the 2004 Annual 
Meeting. 

 
8. Additional Items for Discussion. 

a. Anne Jordan reported that she has had a number of meetings with Judge Robb 
regarding the listserve project.   They are in the process of investigating a number 
of organizations who assist groups to operate a listserve.  They will also be 
working with other Supreme Court agencies as necessary to get this project 
operational. 

b. The Board of Directors adopted the committee’s recommendation regarding the 
location for the 2007 and 2008 annual meetings.  The conference will be held in 
South Bend in 2006, in Fort Wayne in 2007 and finally back to Indianapolis in 
2008.  

c. The committee discussed the need for ongoing education for new judicial officers.  
Staff announced that three new magistrate positions were created effective July 
2005, six new courts effective January 2006, three new courts effective January 
2007 and one new court in 2008.  The committee discussed the need for an 
orientation program in January 2006 since we would have new courts in addition 
to a number or early retirements.  It was discussed doing a modified version of the 
four day general orientation program.    The committee also briefly discussed the 
benefits of developing a new judicial officer handbook. 

 
9. Next Meeting.  The next committee meeting is scheduled for Friday, July 15, from 

1:00-3:30 p.m.  
 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
      Vicki Davis 
      Assistant Education Director    


